ASCC NMS Panel

Approved Minutes

Thursday, December 3, 2020





                 1:00-2:30PM

CarmenZoom
ATTENDEES: Anderson, Craigmile, Dinan, Miriti, Ottesen, Panero, Vankeerbergen


Agenda: 
1) Statistics 3201 (course change: requesting 100% DL)
2) Statistics 3202 (course change: requesting 100% DL)
3) Statistics 3301 (course change: requesting 100% DL)
4) Statistics 3302 (course change: requesting 100% DL)
5) Statistics 3410 (course change: requesting 100% DL)
6) Statistics 6550 (course change: requesting 100% DL)
· Panel decides to discuss 100% DL requests for the Stats courses as a batch.

· For Statistics 3201, Proctorio will be used for the quizzes and exams. However, for the other courses submitted, there is no information about how the safety of exams and quizzes will be guaranteed.

1) Q: How will exams and quizzes be monitored for the other courses? A: P. Craigmile: Usually in Statistics, exams are given live. Faculty member simply monitors students while they are taking their tests in front of their computers.
2) ASCTech has made us aware of some problems with Proctorio: 

Proctorio has significant technological limitations: it can only be used in the Chrome browser on a Mac or Windows computer, which means that it is not usable by students whose primary device is a phone or tablet--which — crucially — includes iPads like those distributed by the Digital Flagship program. It is also not ADA compliant. Students without an appropriate device or with certain disability accommodations would need to be provided an alternate form of acceptable proctoring. For these reasons, while ODEE and ASCTech support Proctorio, they also encourage instructors to consider designing assessments that rely on methods other than remote proctoring for avoiding academic misconduct. These might include adjustment of Carmen quiz settings, open-book assessments, or summative papers or projects, to name a few. If a remote-proctored exam is a must, then instructors should make the technical requirements known as early as possible, ideally during the registration period, so that students can make informed decisions about their class registration and/or work with the instructor in advance to make a plan for alternate safe, reliable proctoring, in consultation with Student Life Disability Services when applicable.

Q: How does Statistics handle the challenges with Proctorio? A: The department has not encountered problems with tablets. P. Craigmile states that he is unaware whether the department has had problems with disability issues. I. Anderson indicates that there is an issue with screen reading. Alternative assessments are being recommended: e.g., timed open-book tests, making sure that not everyone receives the same question, or making sure that students are not able to go back to a question. Even though Proctorio is the industry leader, ASCTech and ODEE are actually no longer recommending it. 

· On all syllabi: Kellie Brennan is no longer employed at Ohio State. She should not be listed as the Title IX coordinator.
· Several in-person syllabi contain DL language. The submitted syllabi appear to be those which are being offered as DL under emergency conditions for the current semester. It would have been better to submit older syllabi reflecting the most recent, fully in-person offerings as this would have enabled a more meaningful comparison of the in-person syllabus vs. DL syllabus for each course.
· Statistics 3201: P. 3 : 

· Syllabus reserves class time three times a week (MWF). However, it appears as though asynchrous videos posted on the class website will frequently replace synchronous Zoom lectures. 

· Panel finds it better to say exactly when class will meet so that students can appropriately plan their semester.

· Statistics 6550 : P. 2 indicates that the course is a mix of synchronous and asynchronous content. However on p. 5, the instructor indicates that the live sessions are not mandatory. A recording of the live presentations can be watched later. Recommendation to have consistent information throughout the syllabus.
· Ottesen, Miriti, unanimously approved with comments/recommendations (in italics above)
7) EEOB 8896.21 (new course)

· Q: How is S/U decided? A: M. Miriti: Minimum amount of participation will be required to earn S. The panel recommends adding this information in the syllabus when the course is taught.
· This is a variable credit (1-2) course. The sample syllabus is for a 1.5 credit iteration. There will be other iterations going forward with different credit hours.
· A student could take the course up to 10 times. So the limit is 20 credits. PhD students in EEOB are expected to take a 8896.xx every other year.

· Craigmile, Ottesen, unanimously approved with one recommendation (in italics above)
8) Panel discusses possibility for the School of Earth Sciences to submit one course with separate but mandatory (corequisite?) lab for GE now (in the old system). Having the lab recognized as a GE lab now would allow for less conversion work down the line as the lab could be grandfathered into the new GE and attached to other grandfathered GE courses.
